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SUBJECT: PLAN TO REQUEST UNCHR TO PROVIDE ADVISORY OPINIONS TO THE 
DEPARTMENT ON REQUESTS FOR ASYLUM IN U.S. BY HAITIAN 
NATIONALS 

REF: STATE 092714 

1 . IN OUR JUDGMENT, GOH WOULD PROBABLY NOT REACT ADVERSELY 
TO PROPOSED PROCEDURE, PROVIDED IT WERE PRESENTED TO THEM 
AS A PURTHER STEP TOWARD ACHIEVING THE IMPROVED IMAGE WHICH 
GOH SEEKS IN INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. GOH MIGHT, IN FACT, 

TAKE POSITIVE REASSURANCE PROM PROCEDURE, PROVIDED IT HAD 
REASON TO BELIEVE THAT UNHCR WOULD DERIVE ITS OPINIONS PROM 
AN OBJECTIVE DATA BASE ON PRESENT-DAY POLITICAL CONDITIONS 

IN HAITI (I.E., THAT UNHCR STAFP WOULD NOT BUILD ITS BASIC 
INPORMATION ON HAITI EXCLUSIVELY PROM HAITIAN EXILE SOURCES). 

2. ONE QUESTION WHICH MIGHT ARISE IS WHETHER CONSULTATION 

WITH UNHCR WOULD AUTOMATICALLY PUT EACH CASE IN PUBLIC DOMAIN. 
WOULD CONSULTATION WITH UNHCR MATERIALLY INCREASE THE 
PROBABILITY OP WORLD-WIDE PUBLICITY FOR CASES IN WHICH 
ASYLUM WOULD PROBABLY BE GRANTED? 

3. IN EMBASSY'S VIEW, PROPOSED PROCEDURE WOULD SERVE 
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OF CONTENTION AFTER DECISIONS WHICH GOH MIGHT EIND 
OBIECTIONABLE. SHARING DELIBERATIONS WITH COMPETENT UN 
AGENCY WOULD REMOVE USG EROM ROLE AS SOLE ARBITER, IN 
THE "BIG STICK" TRADITION. SIMILAR REASONING SHOULD ALSO 
APPEAL TO GOH EOR DEFENDING ITSELE AGAINST VARIOUS FORMS 
OF CRITICISM RELATED TO REFUGEES, BOTH ON THE GENERAL 
PROBLEM AND ON THE OUTCOME OF SPECIFIC CASES. 

ISHAM 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, POLITICAL ASYLUM 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 21 APR 1976 

Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: saccheem 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976PORTA01029 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7601 52-0061 
From: PORTAU PRINCE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760439/aaaabgpl.tel 

Line Count: 69 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ORM 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: STADIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: STADIS 
Reference: 76 STATE 92714 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: saccheem 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <10 MAY 2004 by woolflhd>; APPROVED <22 SEP 2004 by saccheem> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PLAN TO REOUEST UNCHR TO PROVIDE ADVISORY OPINIONS TO THE DEPARTMENT ON REOUESTS FOR ASYLUM IN U.S. BY 
HAITIAN 

TAGS: SREF, HA, US, UNHCR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



